Hull History Centre: Records relating to the Little and New Theatres, Hull

C DFBN Records relating to the Little and 1789-1958

New Theatres, Hull

Historical Background: The Hull New Theatre's origins began in 1924 with the Hull
Repertory Company, who performed in the Little Theatre, a converted lecture theatre. The
company engaged Peppino Santangelo to run the theatre, and with his drive and enthusiasm
1939 saw the New Theatre open, utilising the existing building and the assembly rooms next
door. In 1961, Hull City Council took over the theatre after some difficult financial times. For a
more detailed history see the Hull new theatre's webpage at http://www.hullcc.gov.uk.

Custodial history: Accumulated by B. Cyril Barton in his capacity as Director of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd and associated businesses. Deposited by Mr. D. Barton August 1995.

Description: Includes programmes of performances, newspaper articles, a souvenir booklet
commemorating 21 years of management 1933-1954, minutes of directors' meetings of the
Little Theatre 1932-1940 and the New Theatre 1940, Little Theatre Directors' reports 1931-
1938, chairmans' remarks and speeches 1934-1941, General Purposes Committee Meeting
Reports 1932-1933, Guild Committee Meeting report Dec 1932, Notices of various meetings
1932-1933, and sundry financial papers dated 1933-1940

Arrangement:

C DFBN/1- Programmes of Performances at various 1789-1951
C DFBN/24 venues in Hull and district

C DFBN/25- Documents relating to Peppino Santangelo, 1938-1958
C DFBN/29 Manager of the Little and New Theatres, Hull

C DFBN/30- Newspaper Articles regarding several theatres 1932-1958
C DFBN/38 in Hull

C DFBN/40- Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little 1932-1940
C DFBN/46 Theatre, Hull Ltd.

C DFBN/47- Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New 1940-1940
C DFBN/54 Theatre, Hull

C DFBN/55- Little Theatre Director's Annual Reports and 1931-1938
C DFBN/61 Accounts

C DFBN/62- Chairman’s remarks and Speeches 1934-1941
C DFBN/68

C DFBN/69- Reports on Meetings of the General Purposes 1932-1933
C DFBN/72 Committee

C DFBN/74- Notices of various general meetings for several 1932-1933
C DFBN/77 different theatres in Hull

C DFBN/79- Sundry Financial Papers 1932-1949
C DFBN/91
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C DFBN/92- Miscellaneous documents 1895-1954
C DFBN/102

Extent: 109 items

Related material: For the records of the Kingston upon Hull New Theatre Company Ltd see
C WNT. For Hull theatre programmes see U DX/304, for theatre programmes of
performances at the Little Theatre see C DIDU, and a small collection of four Hull theatre
programmes is also held at C DIDA.

Access conditions: Access will be granted to any accredited reader

C DFBN/1- Programmes of Performances at various 1789-1951
C DFBN/24 venues in Hull and district
26 items

C DFBN/1 ‘A Bold Stroke for a husband' The Theatre Royal, 22 Dec 1789
Hull
1 item

C DFBN/2 "The Sign of the Cross' The Theatre Royal, Hull 23 Nov 1896
Play ran for 6 nights
1 item

C DFBN/3 ‘The Geisha' The Theatre Royal, Hull 8 Mar 1897
Play ran for 6 nights
1 item

C DFBN/4 ‘The Devil's Disciple' The Grand Theatre, Hull 19 Sep 1900
Play ran for 3 nights
1item

C DFBN/5 'Hamlet' The Grand Theatre, Hull 17 Sep 1900
Play ran for 2 nights
1item

C DFBN/6 '‘My Lady Molly' The Grand Theatre, Hull 13 Oct 1902
1item

C DFBN/7 "The Elder Miss Blossom' and 'A Scrap of Paper' 21 Apr 1903
The Grand Theatre, Hull
1item

C DFBN/8 'Amasis' The Grand Theatre, Hull 25 Feb 1907
1item
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C DFBN/9

C DFBN/10

C DFBN/11

C DFBN/12

C DFBN/13

C DFBN/14

C DFBN/15

C DFBN/16

C DFBN/17

C DFBN/18

C DFBN/19

C DFBN/20

C DFBN/21

A grand matinee by the East Yorkshire Dramatic
Society, the Hull Shakespeare Society and the
Idler's Dramatic Society, at The Alexandra
Theatre, Hull

1item

Entertainment in aid of the Elloughton, Welton and
District Nursing Association
1 item

'The Harvesters' in aid of the Sutton on Hull
Sewing Party, YMCA Hut, Sutton
1item

"The Officer's Mess' The Estate Hall, North Ferriby
1 item

'The Harvesters' The Estate Hall, Welton
1item

'The Officer's Mess' The Parish Hall, Hessle
1item

'The Yeoman of the Guard' The Alexandra
Theatre, Hull
1 item

"Toad of Toad Hall' Hull Repertory Theatre
Enclosed are two black and white photographs of
actors in costume

3 items

‘Marigold' Hull Repertory Theatre
Play ran for 1 week
1item

‘Alice in Wonderland' Hull Repertory Theatre
2 copies
2 items

'lolanthe' The New Theatre, Hull
Play ran for 6 nights
1 item

'The Golden Fleece' The New Theatre, Hull
Play ran for 6 nights
1 item

‘Charlie's Aunt' The New Theatre, Hull

Play ran for one week
1item

Page 3 of 11

29 Apr 1911

14 Feb 1914

5 Nov 1915

17 Nov 1915

23 Nov 1915

7 Dec 1915

21 Oct 1933

26 Dec 1934-
12 Jan 1935

25 Nov 1935

26 Dec 1935-

18 Jan 1936

9 Feb 1942

13 Nov 1944

26 Feb 1951
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C DFBN/22 '‘Lady Windermere's Fan' The New Theatre, Hull n.d.
Play ran for one week
1 item

C DFBN/23 Matinee performances of masks and faces in aid n.d.

of the Soldiers and Sailors' Families Association
Play ran for three nights
1item

C DFBN/24 Performance in aid of the church erection fund: n.d
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Canada, at the B.
C. Theatre, Hull
Enclosed are lighting instructions for the
performance
1 item

C DFBN/25- Documents relating to Peppino 1938-1958
C DFBN/29 Santangelo, Manager of the Little and New

Theatres, Hull

5items

C DFBN/25 Agreement between the Little Theatre, Hull Ltd 5 Dec 1938
and P. Santangelo Esq
1 item

C DFBN/26 Letter to Mr. Barton from Mr. Santangelo 23 Jan 1958
confirming his decision to voluntarily retire as
manager
1 item

C DFBN/27 Newspaper article 'Gift to the New Theatre Chief, 1958
Hull Presentation'
1 item

C DFBN/28 Newspaper article 'Tragedy if Theatre is Lost' Hull 21 Apr 1958
Daily Mail
1item

C DFBN/29 Statement on Peppino Santangelo's character by 1 Dec 1956

Mr. Cyril Barton
1item
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C DFBN/30-

C DFBN/38

C DFBN/30

C DFBN/31

C DFBN/32

C DFBN/33

C DFBN/34

C DFBN/35

C DFBN/36

C DFBN/37

C DFBN/38

C DFBN/39

C DFBN/40-

C DFBN/46

C DFBN/40

Newspaper Articles regarding several
theatres in Hull
10 items

Article reprinted from the Hull Daily Mail regarding
saving the Repertory Theatre, Hull '£600 fund for
Repertory Theatre-public appeal.’

includes supplementary SOS notice for funds to
keep the theatre open

2 items

'Hull Repertory Theatre's most sucessful year
ever," Hull Daily Mail
1 item

'Repertory Players to build a new theatre' Hull
Daily Mail
1item

'Hull's Little Theatre is going to be a bigger
theatre' Hull Daily Mail
1 item

'Hull's New Little Theatre Project-Good work by
the Directors Hull Daily Mail
1 item

'Peppino Santangelo, Hull Man of Theatre and
Music' by David Singleton, Hull Daily Malil
1item

Hull's New Theatre is up for sale," Hull Daily Malil
1 item

'Splendid year at Hull Little Theatre'
1 item

'‘Last Tribute to Mr. Clive A.H. Sutton'
1 item

Number not used

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the
Little Theatre, Hull Ltd.
7 items

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1item
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2 Nov 1932-

8 Jan 1958

2 Nov 1932

19 Jul 1935

2 Mar 1938

29 Jul 1938

29 Jul 1938

21 Jan 1955

8 Jan 1957

n.d.

n.d.

13 Dec 1932-

4 Sep 1940

13 Dec 1932
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C DFBN/41

C DFBN/42

C DFBN/43

C DFBN/44

C DFBN/45

C DFBN/46

C DFBN/47-

C DFBN/54

C DFBN/47

C DFBN/48

C DFBN/49

C DFBN/50

C DFBN/51

C DFBN/52

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1 item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1 item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the Little
Theatre, Hull Ltd.
1 item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the
New Theatre, Hull
8 items

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1 item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New

Theatre, Hull
1 item
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3 Jan 1933

7 Feb 1933

15 Jun 1933

14 Jul 1933

9 Nov 1933

4 Sep 1940

24 May 1940-

13 Dec 1940

24 May 1940

11 Jun 1940

26 Jun 1940

31 Jul 1940

23 Oct 1940

29 Nov 1940
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C DFBN/53

C DFBN/54

C DFBN/55-
C DFBN/61

C DFBN/55

C DFBN/56

C DFBN/57

C DFBN/58

C DFBN/59

C DFBN/60

C DFBN/61

C DFBN/62-
C DFBN/68

C DFBN/62

C DFBN/63

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1 item

Minutes of meetings of the Directors of the New
Theatre, Hull
1item

Little Theatre Director's Annual Reports
and Accounts
7 items

Little Theatre Director's 3rd Annual Report and
Accounts
1item

Little Theatre Director's 4th Annual Report and
Accounts
1 item

Little Theatre Director's 5th Annual Report and
Accounts for 18 months

2 Copies

2 items

Little Theatre Director's 6th Annual Report and
Accounts for 18 months
1item

Little Theatre Director's 7th Annual Report and
Accounts for 18 months
1item

Little Theatre Director's 8th Annual Report and
Accounts for 18 months
1item

Little Theatre Director's 9th Annual Report and
Accounts for 18 months
1item

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches
7 items

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches, Little Theatre,

Hull
1item

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches, Little Theatre,

Hull
1item
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30 Nov 1940

13 Dec 1940

31 Dec 1931-
30 Jun 1938

31 Dec 1931

31 Dec 1932

30 Jun 1934

30 Jun 1935

30 June 1936

30 Jun 1937

30 Jun 1938

23 Jun 1934-
1941

23 Jun 1934

Jun 1935
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C DFBN/64

C DFBN/65

C DFBN/66

C DFBN/67

C DFBN/68

C DFBN/69-
C DFBN/72

C DFBN/69

C DFBN/70

C DFBN/71

C DFBN/72

C DFBN/73

C DFBN/74-
C DFBN/77

C DFBN/74

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches
1 item

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches, Little Theatre,
Hull
1item

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches given at the
meeting of shareholders, Little Theatre, Hull
1item

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches, Little Theatre,
Hull
1 item

Chairman’s remarks and Speeches to be
presented at the Annual General Meeting, Little
Theatre, Hull

1item

Reports on Meetings of the General
Purposes Committee
6 items

Report on Meetings of the General Purposes
Committee
2 items

Report on Meetings of the General Purposes
Committee
1 item

Report on Meetings of the General Purposes
Committee
1item

Report on Meetings of the General Purposes
Committee
1item

Number not used

Notices of various general meetings for
several different theatres in Hull
4 items

Notice of general meeting of the Little Theatre,
Hull Ltd to be held 22nd Nov 1932
1item
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1937

28 Jul 1938

22 Dec 1938

c.1940

1941

22 Dec 1932-
11 May 1933

22 Dec 1932

30 Mar 1933

28 Apr 1933

11 May 1933

14 Nov 1932-
12 Jul 1933

14 Nov 1932
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C DFBN/75

C DFBN/76

C DFBN/77

C DFBN/78

C DFBN/79-
C DFBN/91

C DFBN/79

C DFBN/80

C DFBN/81

C DFBN/82

C DFBN/83

C DFBN/84

C DFBN/85

C DFBN/86

Notice of extraordinary general meeting of the
Little Theatre, Hull Ltd to be held 12th July 1933
1 item

Notice of 5th ordinary general meeting of the
shareholders of the Hull Repertory Theatre to be
held 12th July 1933

1item

Notice of extraordinary general meeting of the
shareholders of the Hull Repertory Theatre to be
held 12th July 1933

1 item

Number not used

Sundry Financial Papers
18 items

Sundry Financial Papers: Loss for 1932-1933
season
1item

Letter to Mr. Barton form the Hull Repertory
Theatre producer, Michael Macowan regarding
weekly expenses

1 item

Profits of the Little Theatre for the years 1935-
1945
1item

Letter to the manager of Lloyds Bank Ltd., from
Cyril Barton, Little Theatre, Hull
2 items

Budget for Dec 1938 for the Little Theatre
These are rough calculations
1item

The cost of constructing the New Theatre
1item

Capital expenditure for the Hull New Theatre to 28
Feb 1940
1item

Little Theatre figures

These are rough calculations
1item
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20 Jun 1933

3 Jul 1933

19 Jun 1933

1932-1949

1933

16 May 1933

1945

9 Dec 1938

Dec 1938

Feb 1939

1940

8 Nov 1945
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C DFBN/87

C DFBN/88

C DFBN/89

C DFBN/90

C DFBN/91

C DFBN/92-
C DFBN/102

C DFBN/92

C DFBN/93

C DFBN/94

C DFBN/95

C DFBN/96

C DFBN/97

Little Theatre consolidated balance sheet
1item

Claims made for war damage by the New Theatre,
Hull Ltd for and behalf of the Little Theatre, Hull
Ltd.

1item

The Little Theatre Prospectus for 480 x 6%
registered second mortgage debentures of £25
each

3 Copies

3 items

Application form for Little Theatre debentures of
"25 each

2 Copies

2 items

Letter to prospective investors in the Little Theatre
from Cyril Barton

2 Copies

Access will be granted to any accredited reader

2 items

Miscellaneous documents
11 items

Programme for Sports Day
1item

Article entitled 'William Smith and the Hackness
Quarries' by T. Shepherd regarding the public
rooms, Hull, later the New Theatre building
1item

Brief minutes of meetings held between Wheatley,
Barton, Santangelo and F. Bilton (contractor) with
regard to the Little and New Theatres

3 items

Notes on F. Bilton and completion of contract
regarding the Little and New Theatres
1item

Letter to Mr. Barton from W. Field Till
1item

Handwritten reminiscences of the Little Theatre

author unknown
1 items
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24 Dec 1949

n.d.

1 Apr 1939

n.d.

16 Feb 1939

1895-1954

n.d.

n.d.

3 Jul-6 Jul [...]

n.d.

11 Nov 1932

14 Sep 1945
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C DFBN/98

C DFBN/99

C DFBN/100

C DFBN/101

C DFBN/102

Hull Repertory Theatre application card for
vouchers exchangeable for seats at the theatre

1item

Catalogue of a rare collection of ancient and
modern art at Lambert House, Hedon

includes list of articles required

2 items

Souvenir Booklet commemorating 21 years of
management with the Little and New Theatres in

the City of Hull 1933-1954
previous ref: C DFBN/39

1item

Report of a meeting of the Guild Committee

previous ref: C DFBN/73

2 items

Grounds in support of the proposal for the Little
Theatre Hull Ltd acquiring the Hull Repertory

Theatre Ltd

rough draft previous ref: C DFBN/78

2 items
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n.d.

19 Jul 1895-
20 Jul 1895

1954

29 Dec 1932

n.d.



