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Biographical Background:

Philip Arthur Larkin was born in the Coventry suburb of Radford on 9 August 1922. Larkin
began writing while still at school and became joint editor of his school magazine. He went on
to study at St John's College Oxford, gaining a First Class Degree in English Literature. After
university he took the job of librarian at the public library in Wellington, Shropshire, before
moving to the library at University College, Leicester in 1946. Also in 1946, his novel Jill was
published by the Fortune Press and his second novel A Girl in Winter appeared on the Faber
list to good reviews.

In 1950 he was offered the job of sub-librarian at Queen's University, Belfast. It was whilst he
was in Ireland that he had one of his most productive periods as a writer starting two
unfinished novels and many of the poems which were to be included in The Less Deceived,
such as 'Church Going'. He had a small collection, XX Poems, privately produced by a
Belfast printer in an edition of 100 copies in 1951. Larkin's return to England in 1955 to his
new appointment as librarian of Hull University coincided with the publication of his first
collection of poems The Less Deceived, issued by the Marvell Press, of Hessle, near Hull,
owned by George Hartley.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s Larkin kept writing poetry. He constantly received requests
for poems from editors of magazines and newspapers. Although he refused most of these
requests, filing the letters away in refusal files, many of these people become good friends.
The most intriguing aspect to emerge from the collection of magazines and journals which
published poems by Larkin is their wide political spectrum. Larkin had no problem allowing
poems to appear in the right wing Spectator, the left wing New Statesman or less mainstream
journals such as the New Humanist. What is clear is that he liked to cultivate the 'poet of the
people' impression which continued to grow with his increasing fame. Thus, he gave
interviews, judged local poetry competitions as well as national ones, and answered most of
the many fan letters he received.

In 1964 The Whitsun Weddings was published by Faber and Faber to excellent reviews. High
Windows was published in 1975 and received universally favourable reviews and for the first
time Larkin achieved success in the American market. '‘Aubade’, Larkin's last great poem,
was published in the Times Literary Supplement in 1977.

Larkin received numerous awards, including the Queen's Gold Medal for Poetry (1965),
seven honorary doctorates, a CBE (1975), the Companion of Literature (1978) and, most
significantly, the Companion of Honour (1985). Despite serious illness, Larkin's labours
continued practically to the end of his life, with his former library secretary employed to do the
typing. His death from cancer on 2 December 1985 produced an enormous outpouring of
grief from friends, colleagues, and lovers of his poetry. He remains widely recognised as one
of the most significant writers of modern poetry in English, and as an extremely successful
university librarian.

Custodial history:
Presented by H Nicholson, Librarian, University of Bath, Bath, BA2 7AY, June 1996
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Includes four letters, with copies of replies, between Philip Larkin and Bath University
Librarians, M.B. Line and J.H. Lamble.

Extent: 7 items

Related material:
Papers of Philip Larkin [U DPL]
Photographs of Philip Larkin [U DLV]
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U DX274/1 Photocopied correspondence between Philip Larkin and 1970 — 1983
Bath University Librarians (MB Line and JH Lamble). (4
letters, with 3 copy replies)
7 items
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