Hull History Centre: Records of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society

C DSLP Records of the Hull Literary and 1822-1996
Philosophical Society

Historical Background: The Hull Literary and Philosophical Society was formed in 1822
following the example of other places such as Newcastle and Manchester. The society
developed its own museum, library and organised lectures. It built and financed a teaching
laboratory; by acquiring neighbouring property it provided classrooms for technical subjects
and art and design and it sponsored a branch of the Cambridge University Extension Society,
At the beginning of the 20th century, its final project was the short-lived Hull and East Riding
College of Music.

In 1854 it purchased a site on Albion Street, which was called the Royal Institution, where it
opened its own museum. In 1900 however, the collection was passed to the City Council as it
became too expensive for the society to maintain. In 1943 the building was bombed and
much of the collection and library was lost. In addition, the society was forced to meet in a
number of other venues, such as the Royal Hotel, Ferensway, before finally finding a home at
the Guildhall in Hull, where it continues to meet today.

Custodial history: Deposited by Julia Walsh and Margaret Imrie in 2000 amd 2001

Description: General minute books 1822-1852; Completion of Works Committee 1855-1856;
Printed annual reports 1874-1875, 1880-1886; Financial papers 1828-1855; Correspondence
1827-1836; Catalogues of items in the museum 1830s and 1865; miscellaneous documents
1807 and 1850 and undated; Publication 1937 and undated; certificate; 1987.

Arrangement:

C DSLP/1 Records of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society 1822-1996
C DSLP/2 Material donated to the Society 1858-1951
C DSLP/3 Certificates of the Society 1987

Extent: 25 items, 9 volumes

Related material: A history of the society, ‘Hull, Lit & Phil and the World’ by Margaret Imrie
can be located at L.374.23. Other records can be found at C DMM (1837-1861), C DSL
(1822-1937) and at C DMX/323 (1888-1999). Further copies of the Annual Reports can be
found at L374.23 with a reference in Local Biographical Sketches (p14) at L920. For records
of the Hull Royal Institution Ltd see C DBRI.

Access conditions: Access will be granted to any accredited reader

C DSLP/1 The Hull Literary and Philosophical Society 1822-1996
18 items, 8 volumes

C DSLP/1/1 Records relating to the establishment of the Hull Nov 1822-
Literary and Philosophical Society Nov 1852
2 items

C DSLP/1/1/1 Laws for the regulation and management of the 6 Nov 1822
Literary Society and the members agreement
1item
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C DSLP/1/1/2

C DSLP/1/2

C DSLP/1/2/1

C DSLP/1/2/2

C DSLP/1/2/3

C DSLP/1/2/4

C DSLP/1/2/5

C DSLP/1/3

C DSLP/1/3/1

C DSLP/1/3/2

C DSLP/1/3/3

C DSLP/1/3/4

C DSLP/1/4

C DSLP/1/4/1

Trust Deed of the Literary and Philosophical Society
1item

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society
4 volumes, 1 item

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society
1 volume

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society
1 volume

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society
1 volume

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society
1 volume

List of items taken from the recorded minute books of
the Literary and Philosophical Society which survived
when the Royal Institution was demolished by enemy
action during the Second World War

1item

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society's annual and general meetings
3 volumes, 1 item

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society's annual and general meetings
1 volume

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society's annual and general meetings
1 volume

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society's annual and general meetings
1 volume

Minutes of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society's annual and general meetings

A copy of C DSLP/1/3/3 but in loose leaf form
1item

Membership of the Hull Literary and
Philisophical Society
4 items

Membership of the Society
1item
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15 Nov 1852

Dec 1822-
Feb 1983

27 Dec 1822-
5 Dec 1834

4 Nov 1884-
5 Feb 1889

11 Sep 1906-
2 Jul 1948

9 Jul 1948-
25 Feb 1983

c.1943

4 May 1849-
30 Jul 1996

4 May 1849-
4 Oct 1957

3 Oct 1958-
31 Aug 1982

2 Aug 1983-
30 Jul 1996

2 Aug 1983-

30 Jul 1996

1877-1975

1877-1890
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C DSLP/1/4/2

C DSLP/1/4/3

C DSLP/1/4/4

C DSLP/1/5

C DSLP/1/5/1

C DSLP/1/5/2

C DSLP/1/5/3

C DSLP/1/5/4

C DSLP/1/5/5

C DSLP/1/5/6

C DSLP/1/6

C DSLP/1/6/1

C DSLP/1/6/2

C DSLP/1/7

C DSLP/1/7/1

C DSLP/1/8

Membership of the Society
1item

Membership of the Society
1item

Membership of the Society
1 item

Lists of Lecturers
5 items

List of Lecturers
Includes list of papers read at Society meetings
1item

List of Lecturers
1 item

List of Lecturers
1item

List of Lecturers
1 item

List of Lecturers
1item

Printed lists of Lectures

Printed calendars of the years lectures, with a brief
description and the society's officers litsed

1 bundle

Reports of Lecturers
2 items

Reports of Lecturers
1 item

Reports of Lecturers
1 item

Records relating to the finance of the Hull
Literary and Philosophical Society
1 volume

Account book
1 volume

Historical information regarding the Hull Literary
and Philosophical Society
2 items
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1958-1964

1965-1970

1970-1975

1825-1980

1825-1834

1917-1946

1948-1960

1962-1971

1971-1980

1952-1956

Oct 1925-
Mar 1940

Oct 1925-
Mar 1934

Nov 1934-
Mar 1940

1962-1989

1962-1989

n.d.



Hull History Centre: Records of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society

C DSLP/1/8/1

C DSLP/1/8/2

C DSLP/1/9

C DSLP/1/9/1

C DSLP/2

C DSLP/2/1

C DSLP/2/1/1

C DSLP/2/1/2

A brief history of the Hull Literary and Philosophical
Society

Covers the period from the society's foundation in
1822 to after the Second World War. Includes two
photocopied pictures of the Royal Institute, ¢.1885.
1item

Biographical information regarding Charles Frost,
[1781]-1862

Charles Frost was President of the Hull Literary and
Philosophical Society ten times between 1830 and
1855. Also includes information regarding chess
matches in 1847 and 1852 held in the Public Rooms
in Hull.

1item

Annual Reports of the Council and Transactions
of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society
1 item

Annual Reports of the Council and Transactions of
the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society

128th Report

1 item

Material donated to the Hull Literary and
Philosophical Society
1 volume, 6 items

A book of notes and cuttings relating to the Hull
Literary and Philosophical Society

The book was kept by Bethel Jacobs and given to the

Society by Mr. Edward Gosschalk in 1951
1 volume

A retrospective view by Edward Gosschalk of the
meeting of the British Association at Leeds and his
inaugural address as President of the Literary and
Philosophical Society

1 item

Letter from Edward Gosschalk to Mr. P. B. Thomas,
Hon. Secretary of the Society

Enclosing Bethel Jacob's note book given to Mr.
Gosschalk Senior some years earlier

1 item
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n.d.

n.d.

1950-1951

1950-1951

1858-1951

1858-1951

9 Nov 1858

13 Jul 1951
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C DSLP/2/1/3

C DSLP/2/1/4

C DSLP/2/1/5

C DSLP/2/1/6

C DSLP/3

C DSLP/3/1

Extract from the Times Newspaper

Letter to the editor from Thomas Skaife, Vanburgh
House, Blackheath, dated 12 July 1858, regarding
military projectile photography

1 item

Extract from the Times Newspaper

Letter to the editor from Thomas Skaife, Vanburgh
House, Blackheath, dated 3 August 1858, regarding
military projectile photography

1item

Extract from an unidentified newspaper

List of Thomas Skaife's Stereos of moving objects
and prices January-June 1858

1item

Extract from an unidentified newspaper
'Photographic copies of bank notes prevented'
1item

Certificates of the Hull Literary and
Philosophical Society
1 item

Certificate issued by the British Library to the Society
Thanking the society for taking part in the '‘Adopt a
Book' appeal and ensuring the preservation of 'The
Life of Charhes Dickens'.

1 item
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14 Jul 1858

5 Aug 1858

1858

n.d.

1987

16 Apr 1987



