Hull History Centre: The Hull Merchants Society, records

C DSN The Hull Merchants Society, records 1577-1700

Historical Background: Officially entitled the Worshipful Company of Governors, Assistants
and Fellowship of Merchants inhabiting the Town of Kingston upon Hull, the society was
granted a charter by Elizabeth I. Based on the Merchant Adventurers in other towns, it was
for merchants who exported or imported goods. However, it ran into opposition from Hull's
Trinity House, who saw it as a threat to their position. In 1664 Trinity House took the Society
to court. Trinity House claimed the Society was preventing masters and mariners from
importing even small quantities of goods, and were admitting tradesmen who had no export
business. Trinity House won its case and the Society began to decline and eventually
disappeared.

Description: Minutes, 1647-1700; list of members, 1577-1696
Extent: 1 voulme and 1 item

Related material: Copies of the minutes for the years 1693-1700 can be located at
C DMT/28

Access conditions: Access will be granted to any accredited reader

C DSN/1 Court Books (Minutes) 2 Aug 1647-
Includes list of persons made freemen of the 15 Aug 1700
society, 1577-1696 in order of admission
1 volume

C DSN/2 Copy of the Merchants Society Charter of 11 May 9 Nov 1661
1577
1 item
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