Hull History Centre: George Thorp Diaries

L DIGT George Thorp Diaries 1911-1940

Biographical Background: Born 31 July 1847. George Thorp was a member of the
Wesleyan Society, a trustee of the Newland Methodist Church, a member of the Temperance
Society and on the Education Committee of the Sunday School Union. He was also a
Property agent, Estate agent and Surveyor with offices in De Grey Street and Lowgate, Hull.
He collected rents for private landlords and the Hull Corporation, as well as organising
repairs, and there are numerous references in the diaries to collecting rents, paying taxes
and rates, and banking sums of money.

The surveying work George Thorp carried out included plans for a staircase at the offices in
Lowgate, plans for three floors of the Halford Cycle premises, and he also drew plans on
behalf of Gelder and Kitching, Surveyors. The business was continued after George Thorp's
retirement by his son, Joseph E. Thorp.

Custodial history: Deposited by Dr. Frank Barker, Secretary of the Wesleyan Society

Description: Includes a series of diaries written by George Thorp, recording the weather and
current events, as well as a series of press cuttings books regarding the First World War.

Arrangement:
L DIGT/1 Weather Diaries Oct 1911-Jan 1940
L DIGT/2 Press cuttings books Jul 1914-Jun 1919

Extent: 76 volumes

Access conditions: Access will be granted to any accredited reader

L DIGT/1 Weather Diaries Oct 1911-
These manuscript diaries vary in the Jan 1940
information provided but they began as a
record of the weather in Hull and continue to
include such detail in all of the diaries.

Includes notes regarding the weather,
including barometer and thermometer
readings in Kingston upon Hull, and also gives
details of current events. World affairs written
up in detail include the suffragette movement,
the bombing of the East Coast by the
zeppelins, Irish home rule and the
intransgience of the Conservative
government, politics, and crimes, particularly
murders, which are reported in detail, and he
often writes about books that he is currently
reading and local cricket matches that he
attends.
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L DIGT/1/2
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L DIGT/1/4
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George Thorp also includes numerous entries
in each diary chronicling the length of time his
fountain pen lasts before it needs refilling, and
even includes a drawing of a crossed nib and
how it was repaired using a pair of dividers (L
DIGT/1/21, p.63). By the 1920s the silver
watch, given to him by his son Joseph, takes
over from the fountain pen. George records
every second lost by the watch and takes it to
be repaired. Following the repair he walks
each day to Carmichaels, the jeweller, which
has an electronic clock in the window to check
the time.

Access will be granted to any accredited
reader

66 volumes

Diary: Volume 1

Includes an index at the back of the volume.
Includes details regarding the miners strike of
1911.

1 volume

Diary: Volume 2

Includes an index at the back of the volume.
Includes press cuttings regarding flooding at
Norwich, Thorp notes the current state of the
Great War (p.60), and describes how two convicts
in Maidstone prison, both under a life sentence for
wilful murder, committed suicide (p.70).

1 volume

Diary: Volume 3

Includes an index at the back of the volume.
Notes an explosion caused by two suffragettes of
a property that was intended to have been
occupied by the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
which lead to the arrest of Emily Pankhurst for
inciting people to commit the offence (p.17) and
describes the measures taken against the
suffragettes by raiding their offices in Lincoln's
House, Kingsway, London. Also notes the
likelihood that the Balkan Allies will become
enemies (p.37).

1 volume

Index to diaries volumes 5 to 12
1 volume
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27 May 1912-
31 Dec 1912

1 Jan 1913-
30 Jun 1913

1914-1917
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Diary: Volume 5

Includes description of a fire in Prospect Street on
22 March 1914 at the Bradford Tent Works
opposite the Infirmary, which saw the building
burnt through to Storey Street (p.30). Also
describes the crowded streets and public transport
during a royal visit on the 25th June 1914 (p.65-
67), with a drawing of the wooden barricades
erected to prevent the crowds stepping onto the
road.

1 volume

Diary: Volume 6

Includes a number of entries regarding relations in
Europe

1 volume

Diary: Volume 7

Includes newspaper cuttings of cartoons regarding
the First World War. The diary opens noting
moments of comradeship found between British
and German soldiers at the front, which is against
the wishes of German superiors (p.1). Also
mentions the attempt to form a coalition
government (p.49).

1 volume

Diary: Volume 8

Includes newspaper cuttings of cartoons regarding
the First World War. Also notes the event of 12
female tram conductors beginning work on the
Spring Bank route being met with resentment by
many of the men in the same role, which resulted
in a resolution being passed stating that if the
women are not withdrawn the men will cease
working on Monday 12th (p.3)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 9

Diary opens with a description of the two fatalities
and damage caused by a strong gale in Hull (p.1),
a number of entries describe Zeppelin raids over
Hull and the surrounding area

1 volume

Diary: Volume 10

Includes a sketch of a German marine mine and a
description of how it works, describes zeppelin
raids over the city and the firing of the anti-aircraft
guns (p.33)

1 volume
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30 Jun 1914

1 Jul 1914-
31 Dec 1914

1 Jan 1915-
30 Jun 1915

1 Jul 1915-
31 Dec 1915

1 Jan 1916-
30 Jun 1916

1 Jul 1916-
31 Dec 1916
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Diary: Volume 11

Includes numerous entries regarding German
activity and war relations, including the sinking of
a Norwegian boat bound from Buenos Aires to
Rotterdam with a cargo of food for Belgian relief
(p.48), British and French successes on the
Somme (p.54), and the United States officially join
the war effort (p.70)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 12

Numerous entries describe air raids across the
country including a description of the bomb
damage caused to properties in Hull, noting
various streets effected (p.82), also notes
changes to the Ministry (p.24)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 13

Index is held within an envelope at the back of the
volume. Numerous entries describing attacks both
at home and abroad.

1 volume

Diary: Volume 14

Numerous entries describing attacks both at home
and abroad. One entry regarding Thorp's
attendance at an auction of St. Mary's Chambers
and 100 Ella Street (p.17), notes an epidemic of
the 'Spanish Flu' in Hull (p.18-19), and numerous
entries describe his various walks around the city
1 volume

Diary: Volume 15

A number of entries note industrial unrest,
describes the continuing blockade of Germany
(p.34), and describes the celebrations on 'Peace
Day' in Hull (p.145-146)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 16

Includes newspaper cuttings of cartoons regarding
international relations in the First World War. Also
includes a photograph of Wentworth Street with
the title "the East Hull bomb tragedy" with an
explanation of the event on pages 58-60 in the
diary.

1 volume
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14 Jun 1917
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25 Nov 1917

27 Jan 1917-
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7 Jun 1918-
30 Dec 1918

1 Jan 1919-
31 Jul 1919

1 Aug 1919-
31 Dec 1919
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Diary: Volume 17

Includes newspaper cuttings. Describes how the
River Hull burst its banks on 8/9th January 1920
(p.7), press cuttings and entries regarding the
floods at Louth (p.129-136), and another entry
relates to his attendance at the interment of his
brother-in-law, David. (p.151-153).

1 volume

Diary: Volume 18

Includes newspaper cuttings regarding events in
Ireland, one entry regarding George Thorp's 73rd
birthday and that he received a fountain pen as a
present from his son J. E. Thorp (p.30), and
describes the crowds attending the funeral of
Cadet Garness, who was killed in Dublin (p.151)
1 volume

Diary: Volume 19

Includes an entry regarding a young girl, Elizabeth
Mabel Grocock, who was run over by a train near
Ella Street (p.6), and a number of entries
regarding the situation in Ireland

1 volume

Diary: Volume 20

Numerous entries regarding cricket matches,
church congregations and sermons, and his walks
around the city

1 volume

Diary: Volume 21

Includes newspaper cuttings, numerous entries
regarding Sinn Fein extremists, and his walks
around the city

1 volume

Diary: Volume 22

Includes newspaper cuttings and cartoons.
Includes note on corporation house rents (p.6)
and references to his collecting rents (p.67, 73,
171, etc.), a number of entries regarding the
situation in Ireland, and notes his drawing
preliminary plans for 20 houses on Hedon Road
(p.171)

1 volume
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1 Jan 1920-
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1 Jul 1920-
31 Dec 1920

1 Jan 1921-
30 Jun 1921

2 Jul 1921-
31 Dec 1921

24 Dec 1921-
3 Jul 1922

4 Jul 1922-
31 Dec 1922
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Diary: Volume 23

Entries regarding his collecting rents, and his work
on plans including plans for the Manchester Hotel
(p-3) and houses at Hedon (42), entries regarding
relations in Europe including invasion of Germany
by France (p.10), and notes an attempted
burglarly of the Atlas Assurance Office, near to his
own office (p.36), as well as numerous entries
describing his walks around the city and the many
sermons he attended

1 volume

Diary: Volume 24

Includes newspaper cuttings of cartoons.
Numerous entries regarding cricket matches,
church congregations and sermons, and his walks
around the city.

1 volume

Diary: Volume 25

Includes entry regarding the Locomotive Society's
strike which left Hornsea and Withernsea
"practically isolated" (p.31), and an entry
regarding the cleaning of the bronze statue of
Queen Victoria and the demolition of St. John's
Church to make way for a new art gallery
presented by J. R. Ferens (p.49-50)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 26

Notes visit of Lord Lascelles to officially open the
British Legion's new headquarters on the corner of
Beverley Road and Norfolk Street (p.270),
describes the first funeral that he conducted for a
man who had committed suicide (p.237), and
includes a sketch of the one of the umpires at the
Hull and Beverley cricket match on 9th August
1924 (p.71)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 27

Includes a series of cartoons from "A Bateman
Session". Includes details regarding the Whitehall
Strike on 31 January 1925, which saw the
Electrical Trades Union demanding the Board of
Works to dismiss a plumber's mate because he
had left the said Union. Also details Lloyd
George's visit to Hull on 9 February 1925 and his
being given the freedom of the city.

1 volume
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Diary: Volume 28

Includes press cuttings, and a photograph of
George Thorp's cousin, Fanny Kitching (p.109)
1 volume

Diary: Volume 29

Notes the suspension of labour ordered by the
Trades Union Council (p.48), and one entry
describes an incident in which George Thorp's
maid is discovered in a "state of drunken stupor”
and is asked to leave his employment (p.50)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 30

Includes press cuttings, numerous entries
regarding cricket matches and church
congregations he attended

1 volume

Diary: Volume 31

Includes newspaper cutting photographs of
Alderman W. Boyes and Major P. Robson and an
entry regarding their becoming the Mayor and
Sheriff of Hull respectively (p.29), and also a
newspaper cutting showing a drawing of the
Suffolk Palace of the De La Poles (p.60)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 32

Includes an entry regarding a rail accident: a train
leaving Paragon Station collided with an incoming
train from Withernsea, and the entry includes the
names of those killed (p.17-18)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 33

Includes presscuttings, a number of which
regarding weather conditions. Also includes an
entry regarding the effect Hull Fair has reducing
Thorp's collection of rents (p.7), and notes the
damage caused by a 70mph wind in the Hull on
Saturday 29th October 1927 (p.27)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 34

Includes entries regarding a numerous church
congregations he attends, walks around the city,
and local cricket matches

1 volume
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2 Mar 1926-

30 Jun 1926

1 Jul 1926-
23 Oct 1926

24 Oct 1926-
31 Jan 1927

1 Feb 1927-
5 Oct 1927

6 Oct 1927-
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22 Sep 1928
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Diary: Volume 35

Includes photograph of his friend, John Walton,
Mrs. Walton, and companion (p.37), and one entry
details the numerous injuries inflicted by a storm
in Hull on 23rd November 1928 (p.80)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 36

Mentions his visit to the Albion Street museum
(p.97), and describes an accident when an East
Yorkshire Motor Service bus, carrying men and
women of the British Legion from Hull to Whitby,
overturned while descending a steep hill near
Whitby, 3 were killed and thirty-six others injured
(p.124)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 37

Describes a walk through the city in which he
discovered Inglemire Lane had been widened
(p.5), a performance by an orchestra at the City
Hall (p13), and includes a presscutting regarding
unemployment in Hull (p.58)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 38

Describes the installation of new automatic traffic
lights on Anlaby Road which replaced the
constable (p.10-11), notes that Amy Johnson had
to again stop at Tjoma due to lack of petrol (p.18)
and her safe arrival at the Croyden aerodrome
(p.132)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 39

Includes the results of the local election (p.5-6),
describes the murder of Samuel Henry Smith who
lived alone at 69 Parkfield Drive, Anlaby Road
(p.9), and notes that he voted for the new bridge
over the River Humber (p104)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 40

Describes the new North Bridge (p.5), and an
entry regarding the agreement between John
Emerson and the Civil Aviation Company in
relation to the aerodrome garage (p.12-13)

1 volume
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Diary: Volume 41

One of the first entries in the journal suggests the
unlikelihood of the Humber Bridge project being
passed (p.1), and describes an explosion on an
iron oil lighter moored in the entrance of the
Central Dry Dock (p.90)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 42

Includes an entry regarding Germany's financial
situation (p.41-43), notes that the Hull Steam
trawler Girdleness was wrecked off Faroe Islands
on Friday 18th December 1931 (p.56), and the
death of a Mary Garthwaite at Welwick by a child
of five who had picked up a loaded gun left by an
uncle (p.60)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 43

A number of entries relate to the national budget
(p.53 & 59), notes the Hull Corporation's decision
to continue with the Humber Bridge project (p.90),
and one entry lists and describes numerous motor
accidents across the country (p.99-102)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 43A

Describes the crowds at Paragon Station of
people waiting to board buses to various local
seaside resorts (p.8), descrbes his visit to Garden
Village (p.69), and an entry regarding Amy
Johnson's (Mrs. Mollison) attempt to beat the
record held by her husband to fly from Lymphe,
England, to Cape Town (p.184)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 44

Entry noting Amy Johnson's (Mrs. Mollison) new
record of eight days taken to fly from England to
Cape Town (p.33), numerous entries regarding
the USA's budget deficit (p.138), and describes a
visit to Ferens Art Gallery and walk through
Paragon Square and past the new extensions of
the Station Hotel (p.241)

1 volume
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24 Mar 1932
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26 Jul 1932-
28 Nov 1932

29 Nov 1932-
5Jun 1933



L DIGT/1/45

L DIGT/1/46

L DIGT/1/47

L DIGT/1/48

L DIGT/1/49

Hull History Centre: George Thorp Diaries

Diary: Volume 45

One entry is regarding a group decision to
conduct unified prayer to help a widowed
neighbour who has "no inward religious support"
(p.45), notes the difficulties of finding a
replacement for his housekeeper while she takes
a rest due to illness (p.104), and numerous entries
regarding cricket matches and bowling averages
1 volume

Diary: Volume 46

Describes how an eight year old boy from Saner
Street School was injured when a man threw a
bottle at the group and it hit and cut the back of
his head (p.14), Goole steamship, the Broomfleet,
sank with all hands in the North Sea (p.90), an
entry regarding the execution of a man at Hull
Prison on charges of murdering his two year old
step-daughter with a hammer (p.121), and an
entry relating to a fire in Lincoln Street, Hull, which
destroyed three warehouses of Hull Grinders Ltd.
(p.195-196)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 47

One entry mentions that Newland Avenue used to
be known as "Mucky Peg Lane" (p.56), and
another entry regarding a public notice relating to
claims against the Hull and Hedon Land Company
and George Thorp goes on to describe a claim he
had against the company (p.124-125)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 48

Entry detailing fatal accident of a police officer on
Withernsea beach being hit by a boulder resulting
in his immediate death (p38), and another
accident described in which a man, Tom Walker,
fell from the roof of a leather goods department
factory on Newland Grove, Newland Avenue and
died (p.48)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 49

Includes an entry regarding the murder of four-
year old boy, Kenneth George Staff, who's body
was found on the Humber Bank between Hull and
Hessle (p.22), and an entry regarding the
municipal elections (p.74-75)

1 volume

© Hull History Centre Page 10 of 14

7 Jun 1933-
23 Oct 1933

24 Oct 1933-
19 Feb 1934

19 Feb 1934-
6 Jun 1934

7 Jun 1934-
22 Sep 1934

23 Sep 1934-
31 Dec 1934
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Diary: Volume 50

Includes an entry regarding an accident involving
the trawler, Edgar Wallace, in which 15 of its crew
were killed when their boat was carried up the
River Humber and sank near Hessle (p.23),
mentions his dislike of the style of the Roman
Catholic St. Vincent's Church on Queen's Road
(p.-31), and notes that Tarran Industries have
secured a contract worth £446,557 to build 1526
houses on the Leeds Corporation Estate (p.163)
1 volume

Diary: Volume 51

Notes that his hearing is deteriorating (p.47), one
entry states that the upkeep for Hull that year cost
£1,799,029 but that the arrears of rates for 1934
amounted to £37,364 (p.99), and includes an
entry regarding a meeting of creditors and
contributories of Morton's Pictures Ltd. in relation
to the liquidation of the company (p.197-8)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 52

Includes an entry regarding the official opening of
the Queen's Dock Garden (p.27), and another
regarding a Hull trawler called Skegness which
was wrecked after being driven onto the rocks
under Spector Cliffs resulting in the deaths of its
entire crew (p.37). Pages 141 to 173 have been
cut out of the diary.

1 volume

Diary: Volume 53

Includes entries regarding a notice dismissing the
volunteer tramway drivers and conductors by the
Labour Council when the strike of the transport
workers' threatened the work of the inhabitants of
Hull (p.20), a number of entries regarding ltaly,
particularly Mussolini's invasion of Abyssinia
(p.34), and one entry describes the excitement
that followed the delivery of a gramophone by Mr.
Hooten to Mrs. Kemp, Thorp's housekeeper, for
her to test before deciding whether to keep it
(p.205-206)

1 volume
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1 Jan 1935-
21 May 1935

22 May 1935-
6 Sep 1935

7 Sep 1935-
16 Dec 1935

18 Dec 1935-
14 Mar 1936
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Diary: Volume 54

Includes an entry regarding George Thorp's first
walk outside of his house in 4 months (p.10-11),
an entry relating to an incident regarding the
Grimsby trawler 'Girl Pat' having her name painted
over and the crew giving chase to the police after
leaving Georgetown, British Guiana (p.240), and a
number of entries regarding international relations
1 volume

Diary: Volume 55

Includes an entry regarding Thorp's son, Joseph's
visit to his cousin, Willy, and his discovering that
he had died only moments before his arrival (p.16-
17), another entry relating to the relationship
between Stalin's Russia and Hitler's Germany
(p.185), and includes a list at the end of the diary
detailing the amount of time lost or gained by
George Thorp's watches

1 volume

Diary: Volume 56

Includes an entry regarding an episode of heavy
rains and wind that left the streets of Hull almost
deserted, and telephone and telegraph
communications down between Hull and Hornsea
(p.42), and another entry notes that Arthur Smith,
of Hull, was sentenced to death for the murder of
Elsa Kathleen Meyer, near Beverley, by strangling
(p.110)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 57

Includes entry regarding a fire in Lime Street
which involved sporadic bursts of flames due to
hidden stores of oil and petrol (pp.4-5), and
another entry details an air raid attack made by
the Spanish rebel leader, General Mola, on
Guernica (pp.184-185)

1 volume

Diary: Volume 58

Entries mainly consist of George Thorp's readings
and Bible studies, as well as a number of entries
detailing international relationships

1 volume

Diary: Volume 59

Includes notes on various topics covered by his
readings. The majority of the volume consists of
descriptions of the weather each day.

1 volume
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15 Mar 1936-
12 Jul 1936
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31 Oct 1936

1 Nov 1936-
20 Feb 1937

21 Feb 1937-
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2 Jun 1937-
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23 Sep 1937-
2 Dec 1937
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Diary: Volume 60

Includes entries regarding the weather and current
events

1 volume

Diary: Volume 61

Includes entries regarding the weather and current
events

1 volume

Diary: Volume 62

Includes entries regarding the weather and current
events, mainly relating to international relations

1 volume

Diary: Volume 63

Includes entries regarding the weather and current
events, and includes lists of time adjustments
made to his watch

1 volume

Diary: Volume 64

Includes entries regarding current events at the
start of the volume, majority of entries regarding
the weather

1 volume

Diary: Volume 65

The majority of the entries relate to the weather,
the rear of the volume (p.96 onwards) includes
entries regarding George Thorp's daily activities
1 volume

Press cuttings books

Includes newspaper cuttings regarding the
First World War

10 volumes

Press cuttings book: Volume 1

Includes press cuttings regarding the Triple
Alliance, the Triple Entente and the invasion of
Belgium in 1914

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 2

Includes press cuttings regarding the invasion of
Belgium and France

1 volume
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4 Dec 1937-
24 Feb 1938

14 Feb 1938-
20 Jun 1938

21 Jun 1938-
21 Oct 1938

22 Oct 1938-
20 Feb 1939

21 Feb 1939-
7 Sep 1939

8 Sep 1939-
22 Jan 1940

Jul 1914-
Jun 1919

23 Jul 1914-
23 Sep 1914

11 Sep 1914-
14 Nov 1914
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Press cuttings book: Volume 3

Includes press cuttings regarding the invasion of
Belgium and France

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 4

Includes press cuttings regarding the invasion of
Belgium and France

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 5

Includes press cuttings regarding the Great War of
1914-1915 between the Triple Alliance and the
Triple Entente

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 6
Includes press cuttings regarding naval
engagements

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 7

Includes press cuttings regarding the Great War
between the Triple Alliance and the Triple
Entente. Also includes maps of the France and
Belgium border.

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 8

Includes press cuttings regarding the Great War
between the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente
1 volume

Press cuttings book: Volume 9
Includes press cuttings regarding naval
engagements

1 volume

Press cuttings book: Cartoons of the Great War
Also includes press cuttings and photographs
relating to the First World War

1 volume
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29 Oct 1914-
29 Nov 1914

30 Nov 1914-
16 Dec 1914

30 Dec 1914-
22 May 1915

8 Dec 1914-
11 May 1915

13 Jan 1915-
4 Apr 1918

6 Apr 1915-
15 Sep 1916

11 May 1915-
May 1918

4 May 1915-
10 Jun 1919



