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U DJJ                                  James Johnson MP                           1940s-1998s

Biographical Background: 
Born in September 1908, the son of a Northumberland miner he was educated at Duke’s 
School in Alnwick and then attended Leeds University.

In the 1950 general election, James Johnson was elected as Labour MP for Rugby and 
served the constituency until 1959, acting as Opposition Whip for a brief spell. A qualified 
teacher, he worked as a student adviser to the Republic of Liberia in the early 1960s. He 
remained without a seat until 1964, when he successfully contested Hull West and thereafter 
continued to be re-elected until his retirement from political life in 1983. 

He died 31 January 1995.

Custodial history: 
Material was deposited by Barbara Priddy in June 1995

Description: 
His surviving papers are limited in scope and include correspondence, publications, press 
cuttings, photograph albums and some material documenting his work as MP for Rugby. His 
interest in African affairs is not covered amongst this material.

Extent: 2.3 linear metres

Related material: 
Papers of Councillor F Henry Victor Lewis [Ref U DLE]
Papers of John Prescott MP [Ref U DMR]
Papers of J. Kevin McNamara MP [Ref U DMC]

Access conditions:
U DJJ (14 boxes, 2.3 linear metres) is currently un-catalogued. In some cases a draft or box 
list may exist which may allow us to provide access to the collection ahead of the material 
being catalogued. If you are interested in this collection please contact archives@hull.ac.uk
clearly outlining your interest and timescales.
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