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U DP6                          Letter from William Wilberforce            1830 
to Rev. Thomas Gisborne 

 
Biographical Background:  
William Wilberforce, philanthropist and political activist, was born in High Street, Hull, in 1759. 
He served as MP for Hull 1780 to 1784 and in 1785 went through an evangelical conversion. 
His religious associates in London became known as the Clapham Sect and he devoted his 
life to good causes. Although he is chiefly remembered for his part in the abolition of slavery 
in Britain in 1807 he was also involved in the Society for Bettering the Condition and 
Increasing the Comforts of the Poor and in the British and Foreign Bible Society.  
 
He suffered ill health for the last twenty years of his life. William Wilberforce died on the 29 
July 1833 and his death was marked with a state funeral at Westminster Abbey where he 
was buried next to William Pitt. In Hull, a subscription was raised to build a monument. The 
foundation stone was laid on 1st August 1834 with flags flying and bells ringing in celebration. 
The statue of Wilberforce at the top of the monument was added the following year.  
 
Custodial history:  
Purchased from A Sutton, 43 Bridge St., Manchester on 16 February 1933 
 
Description:  
A letter from William Wilberforce to his friend Rev Thomas Gisborne. 
 
Extent: 1 item 
 
Related material:  
U DDCV/85/11 and U DDCV/132/20 
'Amazing Grace: John Newton's Story' [Ref U DX162] 
William Wilberforce letters, 1799-1832 [Ref L DFWW] 
Papers relating to Wilberforce's 150th anniversary celebrations and a Labour Party Municipal 
campaign, c.1933 [Ref C DIPD] 
 
Other repositories: 
Correspondence, Wilberforce House, Hull; Add MSS 33,542-4, 34,427, 35,424, 35,649, 
44,353-91, 51,820, Egerton MS 1964, British Library; Cambridge University Library; The 
National Archives; West Sussex Record Office; Bristol Record Office; Devon Record Office; 
Hampshire Record Office; East Riding Archives Service;North Yorkshire Record Office; 
Sheffield Archives 
 
 
 
 
 
U DP6/1 Letter: William Wilberforce, Highwood Hill, county 

Middlesex, to Rev. Thomas Gisborne, Yoxall Lodge, 
Lichfield 
Written three years before he died, speaks not only of the 
impending death of the recipient's wife [Mary] but also of his 
deteriorating eyesight and his own death 'the great change... 
which with my Weakly Health cannot but probably be near' 
1 item 

18 Feb 1830 

 


