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U DX170               MacMahon's 'A History of Hull'              c.1970-1972 
 
Historical Background:  
Kenneth MacMahon was born in Beverley in the East Riding of Yorkshire in 1914. He was 
schooled in Beverley and became a noted antiquarian and historian, latterly working in adult 
and continuing education at Hull University. He was one of the earliest members of the East 
Yorkshire Local History Society and was also a fellow of the Royal Historical Society and 
fellow of the Society of Antiquaries.  
 
He published a number of articles on local personalities and topics and produced an edition 
of the Beverley Corporation Minute Books 1707-1835 for the Yorkshire Archaeological 
Society Record Series cxxii (1958). He worked on a biographical study of James Acland and 
published 'James Acland and the Humber Ferries monopolies' in Transport History (1969), 
but was unable to complete the full study.  
 
He produced a number of small histories of Beverley and the History of Hull he worked on 
was brought together after his death by Edward Gillett as A history of Hull (1980). He died in 
1972. 
 
 
The preface for the book published in 1980 by Oxford University Press records the fact that 
work was started by Kenneth MacMahon and that Edward Gillett was asked to complete the 
book upon MacMahon's death in 1972.  The chapter names and titles, as outlined in these 
papers, were modified ahead of the book’s publication.  
 
The book was reprinted in paperback by Hull University Press in 1985. 
 
 
Custodial history:  
Received from the Registrar, University of Hull, 1985 
 
 
Description:  
Manuscript notes and typescript draft versions of the text for the book by Kenneth MacMahon  
 
 
Extent: 15 items 
 
 
Related material:  
Draft version of the book [Ref U DX239/1] 
Papers of Kenneth MacMahon [Ref U DDMM] 
 
 
Access conditions:  
Access will be granted to any accredited reader 
 
 
Copyright:  
Kenneth MacMahon 
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U DX170/1 History of Hull: Plan 
Provision plan for the book including a breakdown of 
chapters and annotations to reflect progress. For each 
chapter there is a further breakdown of words written. 
There is also a list of abbreviations used. 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/2 Prologue – Hull in 1600 
Two typesript versions of the prologue, both are heavily 
annotated including notes for placement of footnotes and 
word count 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/3 Chapter 1: Town and Port before the Civil War 1600-1642 
Manuscript and typescript draft versions of the text with 
annotations 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/4 Chapter 2: Years of Strife: The Civil War and after 1642-
1660 
Two typescript draft versions of the text and manusript 
notes to be included in the text 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/5 Chapter 3: Hull in the Age of the Restoration of the Stuarts 
1660-1714 
Two typescript draft versions of the text and manusript 
notes to be included in the text 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/6 Chapter 4: The Town: Beginnings of Change 1714-1835 
Three typescript draft versions of the text and manusript 
notes to be included in the text 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX/170/7 Chapter 5: The Beginnings of Change 1714-1835 
Typescript draft versions of the text and manusript notes to 
be included in the text  
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/8 Chapter 6: (Local) Rule and Reform 1714-1835 
Typescript and manuscript draft versions of the text, both 
heavily annotated  
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/9 Chapter 7: The Town - Improvement and Change 1835-
1914 
Two typescript draft versions of the text with annotations 
1 file 
 
 
 

c.1970-1972 
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U DX170/10 Chapter 8: The Port – Trade, Industry and 
Communications [Railways] 
Typescript draft version of the text and manusript notes to 
be included in the text 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/11 Chapter 9: A Century of Progress 
Typescript draft version of the text  
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/12 AIDS 
Photocopy of articles including; a published address (in 
1784) by David Hartley to the Mayor and Corporation; ‘The 
Port of Kingston-upon-Hull during the Industrial Revolution’ 
by WG East. Also includes headings used by the Victoria 
County History series.  
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/13 History of Hull VII: The Early Stuarts and the 
Commonwealth 
An early manuscript outline for what subsequently became 
Chapter 1 in MacMahon’s plan. 
1 file 
 

c.1970 

U DX170/14 [Archives] 
‘Hull at War’ catalogue for an exhibition held at Ferens Art 
Gallery in 1972 of documents from Hull City Archives from 
the 14th to 20th centuries. Typescript notes or extracts from 
The National Archives of documents relating to Hull. Also 
manuscript notes on ‘walls and defences’. 
1 file 
 

c.1970-1972 

U DX170/15 ‘Kingston Upon Hull 1600-1900’ by K.A. MacMahon 
Typescript version of text (435 pages), with typescript note 
relating to outstanding work which included bibliography, 
photographs and plans. With annotations relating to the 
placement of footnotes.  
1 item 

c.1972 

 


