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U DX93               Records of George Buckton and Sons Ltd.          1815-1921 
 
Historical Background:  
George Buckton was the founder of a family business in the nineteenth century. In Baines's 
Directory for 1823 he was listed as a general merchant, shipping agent and wharfinger. His 
business was located at 56 High Street, Hull and he lived at 6 Bourne Street. The ledger 
begins earlier, in 1815, and indicates that George Buckton was very successful; his business 
turned over thousands of pounds. U DX93/2 is an estimate for building a quay in 1823 (£169 
13s 6d) and he seems to have profited out of ownership of this quay. U DX93/4 is the 
account book of the schooner, 'George', for which he was the agent along with several 
others. The 'George' was a boat under sail; its owner paid to have it towed out of the Humber 
under steam. It was mostly employed in the coal run from Newcastle and George Buckton 
shipped goods back and forth on the boat. It also sailed to Bridlington, Scarborough, 
Stockton, Sunderland and Whitby. The account book of the 'George' covers the period 1830 
to 1841, a time when George Buckton was clearly very wealthy. In 1833 he became one of 
the first directors of the Hull Banking Company, Hull's first joint stock bank, and, in 1846, he 
became one of the first directors in the Hull Glass Company. The capital sunk in the latter 
venture by the directors was £100,000 in 5000 shares of £20 each. George Buckton and 
Sons carried on into the twentieth century and U DX93/5 is a stock account book for black 
lead which ends in 1921 (Bellamy, 'Some aspects of the economy of Hull', pp.263, 374). 
 
George Buckton & Sons Co. Ltd was bought by the Hutchinson family after the First World 
War and during the early 1960s the company began to focus on the trade of bird seed and 
pigeon corn. Cranswick Pet Products bought the company in 1995 and was renamed 
Bucktons in 2005. 
 
Custodial history:  
Deposited by George Buckton & Sons Ltd., Hull, Sep 1974 
 
Description:  
This small collection consists of a ledger (1815-48), an account book of the schooner 
'George' (1830-41), a stock book for black lead (1860-1921), a lease from 1824 and a 
building estimate. 
 
Extent: 3 volumes & 2 items 
 
Related material:  
Hull Glass Company [C DMM/8] 
Prospectus of the Hull Glass Company [U DDSH/4/35] 
 
Access conditions:  
Access will be granted to any accredited reader. 
 

 
 

 
 
U DX93/1 Ledger of George Buckton, Hull 

Contains details of credits and debits, the dates when 
money was paid and from which clients.  
1 volume 

1815-1848 
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U DX93/2 Estimate for building a quay 34ft long, 15ft wide for 

Mr George Buckton. 
Details the cost of the materials and work required in 
building the quay. This item is fragile. 
1 item 

3 May 1823 

 
U DX93/3 Assignment: for £200: Charles Thompson of 

Swanland merchant to George Buckton of Hull 
wharfinger 
Messuage on East side of High Street (leased to 
Charles Thompson by Hull Charterhouse for 20 years 
at £150 rent on 1 May 1815). Witn. O Owen, George 
Dufton 
1 item 

1 Mar 1824 

 
U DX93/4 Account Book of the schooner 'George' 

Details the amount of freight, amount of disbursement 
and the profit of each voyage. The voyages were 
from Hull to Newcastle returns, with a number 
provided for each voyage. This item also includes two 
advertising cards for 'Prepared Bone Manures' and a 
list of Christmas Bills for 1830, probably detailing 
employees' wages. It can be quite difficult to read. 
1 volume 

1830-1841 

 
U DX93/5 Stock Account Book of black lead 

Gives details of when stock arrived, the amount [in 
number of casks and weight], the number of the 
casks, the date delivered to the customer and the 
name of the customer. 
1 volume 

1860-1921 

 


